
 

Joyful Mysteries 
By meditating on the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, we accompany Mary and 

Joseph as they learn that Mary will bring the Son of God into the world, and we 

journey with them through Christ’s birth and into his childhood. 

1. The Annunciation 

The Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary (Lk 1:26-28, 31, 38) 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 

a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. He went in and 

said to her, 'Rejoice, you who enjoy God's favour! The Lord is with you... Look! You are to 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus.' Mary said, 'You see 

before you the Lord's servant, let it happen to me as you have said.' 
 

 

2. The Visitation 

Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-42) 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could into the hill country to a town in Judah. She went 

into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth, who had miraculously conceived in her old age. 

Now it happened that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb 

and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you 

are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.' 

 

3. The Nativity 

Jesus was born, God Incarnate (Lk 2:6-14) 

Now it happened that, while they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she 

gave birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger because there was no room for them in the living-space. In that region there were 

shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them. The angel said to them, “Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” 



4. Presentation in the Temple  

Jesus was taken to the Temple (Lk 2:25-32) 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and 

devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Messiah 

of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed 

God, saying: "Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for 

my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. 

 

5. Finding in the Temple   

Jesus was found in the Temple (Lk 2:41-50) 

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was 12 

years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they 

were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their 

relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 

After 3 days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them 

and asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, "Son, 

why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety." 

And he said to them, "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father's house?"  But they did not understand what he said to them.  


